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Monday, June 20 through Friday, June 24, 2022



#PowerInPollinators

Let’s get social! Follow the conversation and share your thoughts using #PowerInPollinators

Ready to Reconnect! 
According to 2021 party participants,  

97% said they plan to attend again

2022 Party Overview

Born in the midst of the global pandemic, the Electric Power Research 
Institute’s (EPRI) Pollinator Power Party is a celebration and education 
opportunity engaging people across the world to learn more about the 
critical role of pollinators in our ecosystem and how we can take action  
to conserve and preserve vulnerable species. 
In 2021, Pollinator Power Party reached more than 2.3 million people, 
including farmers, students, teachers, master gardeners, conservationists, 
artists and designers, utility companies, scientific researchers, and more. 
Now in its third year, the party continues to grow with a bigger line-up 
of speakers, conservation and education partners, and exciting virtual 
opportunities to support our planet’s pollinators. The week-long event 
will be held June 20 – 24, 2022 with planned activities including keynote 
speakers, a honey tasting session, scientific lectures, a pollinator art 
contest, and habitat management success stories. 
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https://twitter.com/EPRINews
https://www.facebook.com/EPRI/
https://www.youtube.com/user/EPRIvideos
https://www.linkedin.com/company/epri/


NOON-1:00PM PT | 3:00PM-4:00PM ET

June 20, 2022 

Dr. Lucas Garibaldi is an accomplished 
professor at Universidad Nacional de 
Río Negro in Argentina, award-winning 
scientist, and co-chair of the United 
Nations Intergovernmental Platform 
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES). His research focuses 
on agroecology, pollination, and 
nature’s contributions to people.  
He works in close collaboration with 
politicians, farmers, and consumers to 

show, through various science-based activities, some changes 
that can be made to simultaneously promote biodiversity, 
healthy food production, and people’s good quality of life.  
Dr. Garibaldi has authored or co-authored 148 articles, many 
of which are published in widely recognized scientific journals 
(e.g., Science, Nature, Ecology Letters, Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B, TREE, PNAS) and has received numerous 
awards, including the “Golden Bee Award” from the Republic 
of Slovenia for his commitment and contributions to 
pollinator awareness. 

#PowerInPollinators

Keynote Speaker: Lucas Garibaldi, Ph.D.
Institute of Natural Resources, Agroecology and Rural Development

Have you ever considered the role of pollinators in your personal wellbeing and health? Dr. Lucas Garibaldi presents 
research published in May 2022 that explores the connections between pollinators and human health. Pollinators 
contribute to the lifecycle of 22.9% of fruits, 16.3% of vegetables, and 22.1% of nuts and seeds. If we lose pollinators, 
71 million people may be at risk for Vitamin A deficiency and 173 million for folate deficiency. The global mortality 
could increase by 1.41 million deaths per year. Further, 80 percent of the world relies on herbal medicine and 28,000 
of these medicines (or 84 percent) are pollinator dependent. The people most likely to be impacted by pollinator 
loss are those with the fewest resources to insulate themselves, making pollinator health a human equity issue.  
One solution to support pollinators and protect vulnerable human populations is to co-locate pollinator habitats 
with farms, gardens, energy infrastructure, and cities.
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Opening Blessing & Song by Tina Orduno Calderon | Tribal Elder
Tina Orduno Calderon is a Culture Bearer of Gabrielino Tongva, Chumash and Yoeme decent.  
She is wife, mother, grandmother, sister and auntie to many. Tina is a singer who also enjoys 
creative writing and composing poems and songs. To date she has composed over a dozen 
songs in her ancestral languages of Tongvé and Chumash. 
Additionally, Tina is a traditional dancer and storyteller who strongly believes in honoring 
her ancestors by sharing their history, educating others about Indigenous truths and 
inspiring others to respect the land, waters, sacred elements and environment.

Feather Smith | Cherokee 
Nation Seed Bank
Feather Smith has been with 
Cherokee Nation Seed Bank 
in Oklahoma since 2007 
where she’s worked as a tour 
guide in the Diligwa Village 
at the Cherokee Heritage 
Center and a cultural biologist 
before becoming the current 
Ethnobiology Manager with the Secretary of Natural 
Resources Office. As the Ethnobiology Manager, she 
oversees the Cherokee Nation Seed Bank, and helps care for 
The Cherokee Nation Heirloom Garden and Native Plant Site.  
Feather has a Bachelor of Science in Fish and Wildlife Biology 
from Northeastern State University in Tahlequah, OK.
Initially created to preserve Cherokee heirloom seeds 
unique to the tribe, the Cherokee Nation Heirloom Garden 
and Native Plant Site now includes a variety of culturally 
important native plants to continue the traditions of our 
ancestors and elders, and educating youth about the 
Cherokee culture. 

NOON-1:00PM PT | 3:00PM-4:00PM ET

June 21, 2022 

Tora Rocha | Pollinator Posse
Tora Rocha is an expert in landscape design and 
gardening for pollinators with over 40 years 
of experience. Passionate about pollinator 
conservation, Tina co-founded The Pollinator Posse 
in Oakland, California to create pollinator habitat 
throughout the urban jungle. Through her work 
with the Pollinator Posse, Tora creates pollinator-
friendly landscaping and fosters appreciation of 
local ecosystems through outreach and education 
in the urban and highly diverse 
communities in Oakland, 
CA. Pollinator Posse 
envisions a day when life-
enhancing, thought-inspiring 
green spaces will grace 
every corner of Northern 
California and the world.
Tora was recently awarded a 
Jefferson Award for public 
service in the Bay Area. 

Pollinator-Inspired Gardening, Culture, and Equity  
Opening Blessing & Song: Tina Orduno Calderon, Tribal Elder 
Speakers: Feather Smith, Cherokee Nation Seed Bank, and Tora Roche, Pollinator Posse

When you think of pollinators, do you think of equity? The people most likely to be impacted by pollinator loss are 
those with the fewest resources available for alternatives to pollinated foods and medicines, making pollinator 
health a human equity issue.

We invite you to join us as we open this day with a blessing from a tribal elder and hear about cultural traditions 
and equity related to communities and gardening. We will explore the conservation of Cherokee culture through 
the Cherokee Nation Seed Bank, and learn about efforts to improve equity in Oakland, California through efforts 
to improve pollinator habitat in the city.
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Elina Lastro Niño, Ph.D. | Associate Professor of 
Cooperative Extension – Apiculture at UC Davis
Dr. Elina Lastro Niño is Associate Professor 
of Cooperative Extension – Apiculture at 
University of California, Davis. Dr.  Niño provides 
professional support and education to California’s 
beekeepers, growers, pesticide applicators, and 
other stakeholder groups. She researches many 
aspects of honeybees, including queen mating and 
reproductive processes, pesticides to treat varroa 
mites, and how orchard management practices can 
support honeybee health. She teaches beekeeping 
workshops throughout the state, established 
the California Master Beekeepers program, and 
led the development of an apiculture course for 
veterinarians. 
Dr. Niño supports the Pollinator Education 
Program at the Honey Bee Haven Garden to 
provide community outreach and education 
for ensure that future 
researchers, agriculture 
leaders, innovators, and 
voters understand the 
importance of honeybees 
and other pollinators to 
our agricultural systems.

#PowerInPollinators

Amina Harris, Ph.D. | Director of the Honey and 
Pollination Center at University of California, Davis
Dr. Amina Harris is Director 
of the Honey and Pollination 
Center at University of 
California, Davis. Dr. Harris is 
the founding director of the 
Honey and Pollination Center 
and has been actively involved 
in the world of varietal honey 
for the past forty years.  
A veritable trailblazer in the 
field, along with her husband, 
Ishai Zeldner, their company 
Moon Shine Trading was one of the first to pack 
and promote U.S. varietal honeys winning acclaim 
and awards from the Specialty Food Association 
and the National Honey Board. Z Specialty Food, 
LLC, still a family business with son Josh Zeldner 
at the helm, offers over 30 varietal honeys from 
across the United States. 

Bee My Honey  
Speakers: Honey Tasting with Dr. Amina Harris, Honey Bee Biology with Dr. Elina Lastro Niño

How many words are there to describe the taste of honey? Was your answer “one – sweet!” or was your answer 99? 
That’s right, there are 99 words to describe the taste of honey! And of course those 99 descriptions are all related 
to the type of flowering plants the bees visit while making the honey. 

Honeybees native to Europe are used in the US as pollinators for many of the crops we eat. They have different 
lifestyles and different needs than the wild bees that are native to the United States.   

NOON-1:00PM PT | 3:00PM-4:00PM ET

June 22, 2022 

Bee My Honey  
Speakers: Honey Tasting with Dr. Amina Harris, Honey Bee Biology with Dr. Elina Lastro Niño

How many words are there to describe the taste of honey? Was your answer “one – sweet!” or was your answer 99? 
That’s right, there are 99 words to describe the taste of honey! And of course those 99 descriptions are all related 
to the type of flowering plants the bees visit while making the honey. 

Honeybees native to Europe are used in the US as pollinators for many of the crops we eat. They have different 
lifestyles and different needs than the wild bees that are native to the United States.   
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Chip Taylor, Ph.D. | Professor 
Emeritus, University of Kansas
Dr. Chip Taylor, is Emeritus 
Professor in the Department of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
at the University of Kansas and an 
internationally 
acclaimed 
Monarch 
Butterfly 
scientist. 
Trained as 
an insect 
ecologist, 
his research 
projects have 
included 
studies of reproductive isolating 
mechanisms in sulfur butterflies, 
reproductive and life-history 
patterns in plants, comparative 
biology of European and Neotropical 
African honey bees (killer bees), 
and migratory behavior of monarch 
butterflies.
In 1992, Taylor founded Monarch 
Watch, an outreach program 
focused on education, research, and 
conservation of monarch butterflies. 
The tagging program administered 
by Monarch Watch has yielded 
many new insights about monarch 
migration.

Kevin Burls, Ph.D. | Conservation 
Biologist with Xerces Society 

Dr. Kevin 
Burls is a 
Conservation 
Biologist 
with Xerces 
Society. In this 
role, Kevin 
supports the 
Endangered 
Species 
program 

focused on protecting the hundreds 
of butterfly species that inhabit 
deserts, forests, and grasslands 
across the western United States. 
Many of these species are currently 
in decline or are threatened by 
habitat loss, insecticides, and the 
effects of climate change. Kevin’s 
work includes collaborating with 
land managers and scientists to 
understand the conservation 
needs of butterfly species, then 
advocating for their protection by 
crafting conservation guidelines with 
agencies and policy makers at the 
regional, state, and federal levels. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Ecology, Evolution, 
and Conservation Biology from the 
University of Nevada, Reno. In his 
free time, you can find him hiking 
with his wife, son, and two dogs, or 
fixing the drip irrigation at his home 
in Washoe Valley, Nevada.

Junaid Khan | Research Ecologist and 
Pollinator Stewardship Coordinator with 
Pollinator Partnership
Junaid Khan is a Research Ecologist 
and Pollinator Stewardship Coordinator 
with Pollinator Partnership. Prior 
to joining Pollinator Partnership in 
2021, Junaid was working towards his 
Ph.D. in Biology at York University, 
focusing on decolonizing approaches 
in conservation practice. Junaid’s work 
in the ecological field has ranged from 
wetland restoration and habitat research 
to invasive ant species to prioritizations 
in global plastic pollution management 
to novel population discoveries of an 
extirpated toad species in Costa Rica 
to seabird parasites and pathogens, and 
beyond. A person of color and a visible 
minority, Junaid has worked tirelessly to 
balance culture, science, and working in 
good relationship with all -- especially 
those from marginalized groups. 
Junaid’s work looks to restart ecological 
work from the ground up, building 
partnerships and collaborations with 
communities of color and Indigenous 
peoples in  
Ontario 
around 
struggles 
of land 
sovereignty, 
food security, 
and living in 
good relations.

NOON-1:00PM PT | 3:00PM-4:00PM ET

June 23, 2022 

Lovely Lepidoptera  
Speakers: Kevin Burls, Xerces Society; Junaid Khan, Pollinator Partnership; Chip Taylor, Monarch Watch 

How many lovely lepidoptera do you see during the summer? There are thousands and thousands of species of 
moths and butterflies around the world, many of which have not yet been identified or discovered by scientists. The 
monarch butterfly is one of the most well-known species in the world because of its annual migration between Canada 
and Mexico, but there are many of other species worldwide who are in danger of extinction. We will hear an update on 
the current monarch populations and likelihood of monarchs being listed under the Endangered Species Act.



Mace Vaughan | Co-Director, 
Pollinator Conservation and 
Agricultural Biodiversity at Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate Protection
Mace Vaughan is Co-Director, 
Pollinator Conservation and 
Agricultural Biodiversity at Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate Protection. 
Mace has over 20 years of experience 
working on insect and pollinator 
conservation issues across the U.S. 
and abroad. His strategic approach 
to conservation has included work 
on federal and state policy, restoring 
habitat, writing guidelines, teaching 
diverse audiences, conducting and 
guiding research, and monitoring. 
He has led Xerces’ Pollinator and Ag 
Biodiversity Conservation Program 
since 2003 and served as a Partner 
Biologist to the nrcs since 2008.  
Mace now co-leads the largest 
pollinator conservation program in 

the world, 
supervising a 
team of over 
25 pollinator 
conservation 
specialists 
stationed  
across  
the U.S.

Kristen Lear, Ph.D. | Bat Conservation 
International Agave Restoration 
Program Manager
Dr. Kristen Lear is the Agave 
Restoration Program Manager with Bat 
Conservation International. In this role, 
Dr. Lear leads BCI’s Agave Restoration 
Initiative to restore critical foraging 
habitat for threatened and endangered 
pollinating bats in the U.S. Southwest 
and northern Mexico. Dr. Lear came 

to bci in 2020 
after completing 
her PhD in 
Integrative 
Conservation at 
the University of 
Georgia, where 
she studied the 
relationship 
between 
pollinating 

bats, agave plants, and rural Mexican 
communities and how conservation 
efforts can simultaneously promote bat 
conservation and rural livelihoods. Dr. 
Lear is a National Geographic Explorer 
and AAAS IF/THEN Ambassador 
working to encourage girls and young 
women in stem fields. She was recently 
highlighted through BCI’s collaboration 
with the “I Am A Scientist” program for 
K-12 classrooms. 

NOON-1:30PM PT | 3:00PM-4:30PM ET

June 24, 2022 

#PowerInPollinators

Vicki Wojcik, Ph.D. | Director of  
Science with Pollinator Partnership
Dr. Vicki 
Wojcik 
is the 
Director 
of Science 
with 
Pollinator 
Partnership 
(P2). In this 
role, she 
oversees 
P2 Canada’s research and 
programs, keeping on top of new 
and emerging pollinator issues and 
managing programs that includes 
pollinator habitat conservation 
and landscape management 
assessments; understanding 
and enhancing agroecosystems; 
landuse and pesticide policy 
review; support for threatened 
and critical species; and ecosystem 
service assessments in Canada. 
Vicki joined the San Francisco 
team after completing her Ph.D. in 
Environmental Science, Policy, and 
Management at UC Berkeley. In 
2015 she returned home to Toronto 
with the expansion of P2 Canada. 

Pollinator Myth Busters!  
Scientists: Kristen Lear, Bat Conservation International; Mace Vaughan, Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Protection; Vicki Wojcik, Pollinator Partnership. Moderated by Jessica Fox

Do all bees sting? Do butterflies have tongues? Do moths only fly at night? What plants do beetles eat? Why are 
bats beneficial? We’re putting together a Pollinator Power Panel of scientists to bust myths about pollinators. 

Do you have a question or myth you’d like answered? Send your question on social media using #PowerInPollinators  
or email us at pollinators@epri.com. Your question could be chosen to be answered by our panel!
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Every day we will hear from power companies who are 
protecting pollinators, meet an obscure pollinator, 
and hear from kids about their thoughts on bees and 
butterflies! Join the fun and invite your friends, use 
#PowerInPollinators, and help us reach our goal of 
connecting with 2.5 million people!

Storytellers  
Learn more about how electric power companies are 
playing a key role in pollinator research and conservation  
across North America.

2022 Pollinator Art Contest  
Artists and photographers are invited to submit their work for the Pollinator Party 2023 
Calendar Contest! Last year, more than 40 artists were featured in our 2022 calendar resulting in 
a simply amazing compilation. Learn more about the contest and submit your original art here.  
 
 

 Obscure Pollinators  
 How many pollinator species do you think there are?  
 Let’s meet some of the obscure pollinators… hold   
 onto your seats, some of these may startle you!

Origami Activity
Visit our 2022 Pollinator Power Party website for 
easy-to-follow video directions for an origami cicada, 
butterfly and bat! We’ve included three pieces of paper 
in your welcome package to get you started. 

More Pollinator Fun
Join the Party daily for a chance to win prizes! 

#PowerInPollinators

Varecia variegata
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https://www.eprievents.com/event/18dc6807-0d1c-410f-8502-55c5e9146529/websitePage:406b09ff-422c-446f-8326-905200484f26
https://www.eprievents.com/event/18dc6807-0d1c-410f-8502-55c5e9146529/websitePage:10934b14-f543-4159-a5f0-5464a1cf3a0a
https://www.eprievents.com/event/18dc6807-0d1c-410f-8502-55c5e9146529/websitePage:02c9a3b3-50e5-4b5a-bbd9-3e988d92f830
https://www.eprievents.com/event/18dc6807-0d1c-410f-8502-55c5e9146529/websitePage:6ae279ae-c63c-47b2-a84c-dee30d03310b
https://www.eprievents.com/event/18dc6807-0d1c-410f-8502-55c5e9146529/websitePage:02c9a3b3-50e5-4b5a-bbd9-3e988d92f830
https://www.eprievents.com/event/18dc6807-0d1c-410f-8502-55c5e9146529/websitePage:406b09ff-422c-446f-8326-905200484f26
https://www.eprievents.com/event/18dc6807-0d1c-410f-8502-55c5e9146529/websitePage:6ae279ae-c63c-47b2-a84c-dee30d03310b


THANK YOU! 
The Pollinator Power Party is made possible by collaborators of the EPRI  Power-in-Pollinators 
Initiative, the largest effort of its kind in North America to consider pollinator conservation in the 
daily operations of electric power companies.
Email us at pollinators@epri.com. 

  Manager: Jessica Fox | EPRI Conservation Biologist

A nonprofit organization, the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) conducts research, development, and demonstration 
projects for the benefit of the public in the United States and internationally. In collaboration with the electricity sector, 
agencies, environmental groups, and power customers, we enhance quality of life by making electric power safe, reliable, 
affordable, and environmentally responsible. 
 

EPRI 
3420 Hillview Avenue, Palo Alto, California 94304-1338 USA • 800.313.3774 • 650.855.2121 • askepri@epri.com • www.epri.com

© 2022 Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), Inc. All rights reserved. Electric Power Research Institute, EPRI, and TOGETHER…SHAPING THE FUTURE OF ENERGY are registered marks of the Electric Power 
Research Institute, Inc. in the U.S. and worldwide.
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